
Linksfield Technologies offers a new solution for organisations and financial 

institutions to automate comparisons between customer lists and the HM 

Treasury‘s financial sanctions targets, known as the Financial Sanctions 

Register (FSR). Linksfield‘s FSR Checker is a lightweight web service that 

employs proprietary search algorithms and secure encryption.  

 

 

The need for checking the Financial Sanctions Register 

UK based financial institutions, banks, charitable, and non-governmental or-

ganisations must comply with United Kingdom and European Union legisla-

tion on financial sanctions for anti-money laundering, anti-fraudsters and anti-

terrorist financing.  As recently as December 2007 new money-laundering 

regulations came into effect in the UK which include ongoing monitoring obli-

gations for financial firms and other organisations to check against both new 

and existing customers.  

 

For the organisations affected by these laws, reconciling the HM Treasury‘s 

list of targets can be a cumbersome, manual process, as the Asset Freezing 

Unit publishes this data in irregular intervals and in formats which cannot be 

simply integrated with most in-house systems. For financial institutions and 

organisations with hundreds or thousands of customers, complying fully with 

the regulations is potentially a highly burdensome process. Failure or neglect 

in adhering to these requirements can result in criminal prosecution for com-

pany directors, imprisonment or a fine if convicted.  

 

A lightweight Web Service and Client Application 

Linksfield‘s FSR Checker is a lightweight web service that employs proprie-

tary search algorithms and secure encryption. In addition to Linksfield‘s web 

service which interfaces directly with the Financial Institution‘s IT systems, 

Linksfield also provides the Financial Institution with an optional software ap-

plication that compares their customer lists with updates from the HM Treas-

ury‘s list of financial sanctions targets. Checks can be scheduled to run at 

regular intervals for batch searches while individual or ad hoc searches can 

also be performed. Linksfield's FSR Checker also provides a facility to man-

age ‗false positive‘ matches. Searches are paid for on a subscription and ―per 

search‖ basis.  

 

FSR Checker from Linksfield 
 
A simple way for businesses to automate compliance for 
Financial Sanctions in the UK. 
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Putting technology to work 

  
Key Features  

¶ Automated, scheduled 

searches 

¶ Ad hoc or batch 

searches 

¶ Three levels of search   

¶ Ability to mark false 

positives 

¶ Lightweight application 

¶ Hosted by Linksfield 

¶ Integrates easily  

¶ Secure – client data is 

stored locally  

¶ Reporting evidence for 

compliance  

¶ License fee & pay per 

search 
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How it Works 

Organisations implementing Links-

field‘s FSR Checker can interface their 

in-house systems directly to Links-

field‘s Web Service, or can choose to 

have a Client Application in their offic-

es, depending on the preferred levels 

of integration and automation needed. 

The Client Application provides a sim-

ple interface for users into the Web 

service, and also allows the Financial 

Institution to easily integrate their own 

systems into the FSR Checker.  

 

With either approach, access to the 

FSR Checker is via a secure internet connection so multiple offices, or multiple users in the same office, 

can use the FSR Checker anytime, anywhere. Using the secure Web Service, a search can be performed 

with results reported instantaneously.  

Single Search (Ad Hoc) 

A new customer—an individual or an 

institution— is checked against the Financial 

Sanctions Register. 

 

Any matches found, including variations of 

spellings, will be noted in a time-stamped 

report which can be saved in formats such as 

HTML or PDF.  

3 levels of search  
 

¶ Basic - individual names and titles only 

¶ Standard - individual or entity (company or 

institution),  plus    address fields 

¶ Advanced Search - individual or entity includ-

ing DOB, nationality, passport number and 

more. 
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Batch Search 

(Manual) 

A business exports 

its relevant customer 

lists to a Microsoft 

Excel template file.  

The batch search is 

checked against the 

updated HM 

Treasury list of 

financial sanctions 

targets, using 

Linksfield‘s Client 

Application and Web 

Service.  

 

Batch Search 

(Automated) 

Checks can be scheduled to run at regular intervals for batch searches.  

With a flexible Client Application, the Financial Institution or Organisation (a 

‗business‘) can export their customer lists to a Microsoft Excel file template 

provided by Linksfield. All data remains within the offices of the business. This 

file is then checked against Linksfield‘s FSR Web Service which downloads 

updates from HM Treasury‘s list of financial sanctions targets nightly. There is a 

facility to perform both ad-hoc searches or to run batch searches, and to run 

these either with a user initiating the search or on an automated schedule. The 

128-bit encryption and unique encrypted key per financial institution ensures 

the highest level of security. 

  
Clear Advantages 
 

FSR Checker from Links-

field Technologies is a 

time saving tool that satis-

fies HM Treasury‘s statu-

tory requirement for busi-

nesses in the financial 

sector. 

 

―The Money Laundering 

Regulations 2007 require 

firms to put in place poli-

cies, procedures or sys-

tems that prevent money 

laundering or terrorist fi-

nancing.― 

- HM Treasury 

Instant Results 

A report against searches is generated 

within seconds and written to a defined 

location on the network. 

 

Linksfield‘s FSR Checker also provides a 

facility to manage ‗false positive‘ 

matches, which on reports can be 

manually over-ridden so that future 

searches can ‗learn‘ trusted and known 

individuals.  

 

Additionally, a specified threshold for 

ranking matches can be adjusted by the 

business. 
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About Linksfield Technologies 
 
Linksfield Technologies helps its clients use technology optimally to improve busi-
ness goals. Linksfield offers a broad spectrum of services including technology 
consultancy, high quality software solutions, and the ability to resource expertly 
trained people to put technology to work. Founded in the UK in 1999 by a team of 
technologists with proven business experience, Linksfield delivers technology solu-
tions that make bottom-line impact. Linksfield‘s clients span the private and public 
sectors, blue-chip to small companies and comprise a wide range of vertical sec-
tors. Linksfield Technologies is a certified Microsoft Gold Partner for Custom De-
velopment Solutions, Data Management and Business Process & Integration Solu-
tions.  

Compliance Made Easy 

Businesses needing to comply with the UK/EU legislation on anti-money laun-

dering and anti-terrorist financing will find the FSR Checker from Linksfield can 

be a time and cost-saver over other, more comprehensive and expensive solu-

tions.  

 

Ideal for small or medium sized businesses whose clients or clients‘ assets are 

in the UK, the Linksfield FSR Checker gives financial institutions and other rele-

vant organisations an easy and efficient way to compare their customers, both 

institutional and individual, with the HM Treasury‘s financial sanctions targets. 

The FSR Checker gives businesses a time-saving advantage that satisfies the 

UK statutory requirement. 

 

 

Fee Structure 

Linksfield‘s affordable FSR Checker is based on licence fees and searches per 

month.  Call Linksfield today for further details on(020) 8492 3570. 

 

 

Web Service Module - Includes 

¶ Web Service hosting and maintenance of target list 

¶ Annual licence fee based on search type  

¶ Fee per search based on number of searches per month 

¶ Training & Installation 

 

Client Application Module (Optional) - Includes 

¶ Licence fee (site wide) 

¶ Template for downloading data for batch searches 

¶ Annual Support 

¶ Training & Installation  

  

Case Studies 

Numerous businesses in 

the UK are already using 

Linksfield‘s FSR Checker 

successfully, including: 

¶ Affirmative Finance 

¶ Bristol & West  
Investments plc 

¶ Cheval Property     
Finance 

¶ FirstAssist Insurance 

¶ Stenham Group 

¶ Windsor Partners 
 

For more details visit 
www.linksfield.com/news 


